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Abstract
Idioms are a linguistic phenomenon that drew the
attention of scholars in the past, and modernists have
taken great care of it. Several studies on idiomatic
expressions have been conducted in various
languages, to the extent of developing specialized
dictionaries of idioms. Thus, the current study aims at
revealing the status of idioms in the two lexicons of
Naj’at Al-Ra’id and Al-Miknaz Al-Kabeer and
comparing them. The researcher has found that,
unlike general dictionaries, each of these two
lexicons contains more than a thousand idioms,
which reflects the interest of the lexicographers in
this type of lexical units.
Through investigating the dictionary-making of the
two lexicons, the study revealed the importance of
idioms by raising a number of research questions:
“Did the lexicon refer in its introduction to the
idiom?” “Was the idiom included as a lexical unit
with a separate entry or contained within the
explanation of vocabulary?” “Did the idiom have its
own definition as a lexical unit, or was it part of the
definition, and how were these idioms arranged
within the two lexicons?”.
Keywords: idioms, dictionary making, definition
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