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Abstract

In the past fifty years, foreign education has become
more widespread in the Arab World particularly at the
basic stages, and the atrophy of Arabic in pre-
university education in international schools and some
private schools that adopt a foreign curriculum, has us
witnessing generations of learners suffering from severe
weakness in Arabic production. On the other hand,
learning a foreign language could help them meet their
communicative needs in a way that their Arabic
cannot, either in their day to day lives or from an
academic point of view. Unfortunately, in spite of this,
the groups of graduates from these schools were not
clearly identified within the categories of learners in
the Arab world and is still divided into two groups
without a third: (native and non-native speakers)
therefore, this widespread category fell short between
the previous two, and the clear frameworks for their
education, the standards for their learning, and the
models for teaching content necessary to develop their
skills were absent from the horizon of Arabic
pedagogy. Thus, when they were taught, they were
crowded together with non-Arabic speakers at times,
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and in many cases, they were lost among the people of
the language and their teaching curricula, and they
suffered greatly. They were negatively impacted by
that, failed to attain their goals, and some of them left
with more pessimistic views about Arabic, its
application, and the likelihood of learning it. This
research paper presents an approach to characterize this
category of learners based on research and teaching
experience, and the most importantly challenges they
face. In addition to a vision of pedagogical standards
for their teaching and learning, with a vision of the
educational content that could constitute a qualitative
leap in the development of their skills, primarily
focusing on university students as an example.
Keywords: Applied linguistics, heritage learners in the
Arab world, language acquisition, language skills,
Linguistic competencies.
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= Al-Tonsi, Abbas and Al-Ashiri, Mahmoud. (2023). From

Reading to Writing, An Intermediate to Advanced

Course for Arabic Heritage Learners, Volume 1, AUC
press.
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